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In the spirit of reconciliation, we 
acknowledge that Arts Commons 
is located on the traditional 
territories of the Blackfoot 
Confederacy (Siksika, Kainai, 
Piikani), the Tsuut’ina, the Iyarhe 
Nakoda (Chiniki, Goodstoney/
Kichipwot, and Bearspaw First 
Nations). This territory is also the 
home of the Otipemisiwak Métis 
Government of the Métis Nation 
of Alberta, Districts 5 and 6. We 
thank these Nations for sharing 
this land with us and commit to 
being good stewards of this land, 
while we are here. We welcome 
all who work, live, and play in,  
as well as honour and celebrate 
this historic territory.
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Message from the President and CEO 

Thank you for being on this beautiful journey with 
us. It’s hard to believe our centre has been around 
for almost 40 years. Much has changed since this 
building first opened its doors in 1985 and, like this 
city, we are growing and evolving. The Arts Commons 
Transformation and Olympic Plaza Transformation 
projects represent a bold new direction for our city 
which will make Calgary home to one of the largest 
cultural campuses in North America. But a wonderful 
new building and adjoining plaza would mean nothing 
if we weren’t transforming on the inside as well as  
the outside.  

In June of 2024, we became home to the largest 
philanthropic gift to the performing arts in Canadian 
history, thanks to a record-breaking gift of $75 million 
from Albertans Dave Werklund and the Werklund 
Family. As we take on the Werklund Centre name in 
Fall 2025 and allow ourselves to be inspired by the 
Werklund legacy, it is our aspiration that we grow 
to become a destination that goes beyond just the 
arts. What’s more, we have an opportunity to create 
something new that embodies the shared values 
between Arts Commons and the Werklund family.  

Together, we will put the needs of our growing city 
at the centre of our work. Arts and culture are a key 
part of any thriving cosmopolitan city, providing 
a gathering space that nurtures conversation, 
energizes participation, and supports both emotional 
and intellectual growth. Arts Commons, soon to be 
Werklund Centre, will build towards being a modern, 
civic-minded performing arts centre that blends arts, 
education, social enterprise, and city-building, and 
we can’t wait to continue on this path with you. 



WELCOME
Message from the VP of Programming 

Our goal is to create conversations that you have told us you want to be part 
of. And with this in mind, I am thrilled to share my first full season 
of programming.

Collaboration is our north star. Partnering with the dynamic resident 
companies of Arts Commons– Alberta Theatre Projects, Calgary Philharmonic, 
Downstage, One Yellow Rabbit, and Theatre Calgary – connecting with local 
artists, community organizations, schools, and businesses, we're working on 
rooting all our choices in Calgary's unique identity. Collaboration taps us into 
the breadth of voices and experiences that make our city magnetic.

Dave Werklund and his family believe this too. In June, with the historic 
gift to the future of Calgary he said this:

This power of collaboration is evident in our expanded programming for the 
upcoming season. We are branching out, while honouring the deep roots of 
our very big tree and more people are joining in.

From the brilliant Michael Feinstein and the Carnegie Hall Ensemble in 
Because of You as part of BD&P World Stage, to discovering the mysteries of 
our gorgeous planet with the expertise of National Geographic Live, to our 
Special Presentations which include the great Jann Arden or the beloved 
Classic Albums live series, we have put together a season in the Jack Singer 
Concert Hall that is full of JOY, FUN and ADVENTURE.

And to this big tree we are adding new saplings, a denser forest with a series 
dedicated entirely to the flywheel effect: The Collaborations.

If you look closely, you will see collaborations that are happening with the 
wonderful companies within the Arts Commons ecosystem. They have so 
much artistry to share. If you like theatre you might consider seeing The 
Lehman Trilogy, a show we are presenting in collaboration with Theatre 
Calgary. If you loved Due South and phenomenal Calgary born and bred 
talent…maybe you will consider joining us at Alberta Theatre Projects where 
we co-present In Conversation with Paul Gross! Or what about a game-
changing presentation celebrating Bob Marley's 80th birthday in A Tribute to 
Bob Marley co-presented with the Calgary Philharmonic! There are so many 
collaborations in our season, check them out in the brochure! 
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flywheel clockwise, it starts to move and as more people join in, it 
gets larger and faster. That flywheel is the power of collaboration; 
where individual contributions coalesce to achieve something that 
might seem unattainable when tackled alone.”



32024–25 SEASON

If you dream of a night where a local hip-hop artist performs alongside a 
classical string quartet and a comedian, then I encourage you to check out 
our TD Amplify Series or One Yellow Rabbit's legendary High Performance 
Rodeo, or both! The creative collisions that happen there are thrilling! Or 
if you envision a multimedia installation that combines digital art with live 
performance, check out the work of our RBC Emerging Visual Arts Program 
on view in our galleries, studio spaces, at our Art Parties and Scratch! Or how 
about phenomenal athletes who move like birds in the incredible Murmuration, 
a co-presentation with Springboard Dance happening during Chinook Blast 
in February at the Winsport Arena. These are the kinds of surprising and 
delightful experiences that can emerge when we embrace collaboration and 
cross-disciplinary exploration.

Plus, we’re continuing to widen our support of artists with new collaborations 
like Radiate happening in partnership with AIRI and Marriott Residence Inn.

Our commitment to collaboration extends to how we engage with 
our audience. We're moving beyond the traditional model of passive 
spectatorship, inviting our community to become active participants in the 
artistic process. This might mean workshops where audience members can 
learn directly from visiting artists, or interactive performances that blur the 
line between performer and spectator. A place where you can paint with your 
kid, or where your kid can light up like a Christmas tree from the excitement 
of creating something new with our teaching artists! This can happen through 
the incredible work of our education team and how it is leaning into a future of 
Arts ReimaginED.

I really hope you will join the conversation. It's a great one. Just like 
the blue sky city we call home!  

Sarah Garton Stanley
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CURATED 
SERIES FOR YOU

Classic Albums Live
Supporting Sponsor

ACP Signature Series 
Presenting Sponsor
BD&P World Stage

ACP Signature Series
Presenting Sponsor 
National Geographic Live

Public Sector SupportACP Signature Series
Presenting Sponsor
Classic Albums Live

NGL 
BluWater Partner

NGL EXPLORE National
Geographic Sponsor 

NGL EXPLORE National Geographic
Supporting Sponsors/Partners

Teatro Fund for 
Arts Commons 
Education

NGL Student 
Engagement Sponsor

TD Amplify
Naming Sponsor

Media Sponsors Hospitality SponsorsBD&P World Stage
Supporting Sponsors

NGL Explorers Circle Engagement Sponsors

Kakani Katija –
Designed by Nature

Nyssa & 
Jordan Moore

Andrés Ruzo – Hunt
for Sleeping Giants

Ken Havard 

Nalini Nadkarni – 
Roots to Canopy

Doug Flaig & 
Helen Timmons

Doug Smith – Wild
Wolves of Yellowstone

Joel Lipkind & 
Sally Sprague-Lipkind

NGL O�cial 
Hotel

Classic Albums Live
Supporting Sponsor

ACP Signature Series 
Presenting Sponsor
BD&P World Stage

ACP Signature Series
Presenting Sponsor 
National Geographic Live

Public Sector SupportACP Signature Series
Presenting Sponsor
Classic Albums Live

NGL 
BluWater Partner

NGL EXPLORE National
Geographic Sponsor 

NGL EXPLORE National Geographic
Supporting Sponsors/Partners

Teatro Fund for 
Arts Commons 
Education

NGL Student 
Engagement Sponsor

TD Amplify
Naming Sponsor

Media Sponsors Hospitality SponsorsBD&P World Stage
Supporting Sponsors

NGL Explorers Circle Engagement Sponsors

Kakani Katija –
Designed by Nature

Nyssa & 
Jordan Moore

Andrés Ruzo – Hunt
for Sleeping Giants

Ken Havard 

Nalini Nadkarni – 
Roots to Canopy

Doug Flaig & 
Helen Timmons

Doug Smith – Wild
Wolves of Yellowstone

Joel Lipkind & 
Sally Sprague-Lipkind

NGL O�cial 
Hotel

Each fan-favourite series delivers something for 
every arts lover in Calgary: iconic classic rock, the 
world’s leading environmental voices, thought-
provoking underground artists, and an eclectic 
mix of internationally renowned performers.

BD&P World Stage features a rich diversity of performances from 
music and dance to high-octane circus in the name of sharing 
something surprising and new with you, our Calgary community. 

Classic Albums Live invites you to witness history-making albums 
like you’ve never experienced them before, expertly recreated by an 
all-Canadian cast of musicians live on stage, note for note, cut for cut. 

National Geographic Live takes you into the field with the leading 
Explorers of National Geographic as they share their powerful, life-
changing experiences accompanied by high resolution images and 
video projected on a screen that spans the Jack Singer Concert Hall 
at Arts Commons.

TD Amplify is fast becoming one of Calgary’s favourite underground 
art events. Now in its seventh season, every TD Amplify show 
features a new roster of must-see local artists. Expect the 
unexpected with these lineups that span comedy, spoken word 
poetry, dance, all genres of music and more. And here’s an insider 
tip: stick around for the secret after-party. 

and more  

Arts Commons Presents always has more surprises in store – watch 
out for pop-up special presentations, lobby acts, behind-the-scenes 
chats, and more in the 2024-25 season! 
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Led Zeppelin:
Experience the timeless power of Led Zeppelin II 
in the Jack Singer Concert Hall at Arts Commons 
in this electrifying tribute to one of rock music's 
heaviest albums. Immerse yourself in the guitar 
riffs that changed the rock 'n' roll game for 
generations and kick off the 2024-25 season of 
Classic Albums Live with Arts Commons Presents!

OCTOBER 2024

24
Thur. 7:30pm

Jack Singer 
Concert Hall at 
Arts Commons
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Turn to  page 17 for  the next  show in the series.



2024–25 SEASON 72024–25 SEASON 7

Social Tango
Experience the history, passion, and artistry of 
tango in an immersive show of dance, film, and 
participation, coming to Calgary straight from 
South America. Acclaimed around the world, 
Social Tango transports audiences into the heart 
of Buenos Aires complete with an interactive 
milonga following the show. Don't miss this fiery 
trip to Argentina!

NOVEMBER 2024

03
Sun. 4pm

Jack Singer 
Concert Hall at 
Arts Commons
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Sun. 2pm 
Mon. 7pm

N OV E M B E R  2 0 2 4

17 & 18

Jack Singer 
Concert Hall at 
Arts Commons

Nalini Nadkarni:
Roots to Canopy
Climb into the clouds with tree canopy ecologist 
and National Geographic Explorer Nalini Nadkarni 
to explore the magnificent wildlife and scientific 
landscape in the vast, hidden worlds suspended 
above our heads. Through stunning high-def 
photos and videos, check out the view from the  
top of the most remote forests of the world in 
the Jack Singer Concert Hall at Arts Commons. 
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2024–25 SEASON 92024–25 SEASON 9

Watch "A 
fantastic display 

of ridiculous 
talent!"

360 ALLSTARS
Fri. 7:30pm Hang on to your cowboy hats for an explosive 

fusion of circus, sports, dance and hip-hop 
live on stage. 360 ALLSTARS is a high-octane 
ensemble of World Champion and World Record 
holding artists and athletes that celebrates the 
skill and precision – and yes, the artistry – of 
street culture. 

Jack Singer 
Concert Hall at 
Arts Commons

NOVEMBER 2024

29
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ANIMAL WELFARE
SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH
EDUCATION

Swiftsure Foundation is proud to support Arts Commons 
Presents’ presentation of National Geographic Live, 
which features an international community of Explorers 
that drive new knowledge, advance innovative solutions, 
and inspire transformative change.

National Geographic Live presentation ©Kim Gordon



Thur. 7:30pm 
Fri. 7:30pm

D E C E M B E R  2 0 2 4

19 & 20

Jack Singer 
Concert Hall at 
Arts Commons

112024–25 SEASON

Jann Arden 
Christmas Tour
The smash-hit event of the holiday season returns  
by popular demand this December with Calgary’s 
own Jann Arden as she puts her unique stamp on the 
holiday classics that you know and love. Cozy up with 
Arts Commons for an evening of festive music and 
heartwarming stories.

“Perfect from start to finish.”
– Arts Commons Presents patron,  

A Jann Arden Christmas
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“The Boiling River is a testament to the 
beauty and complexity of the natural 

world, and it reminds us of how much 
we still have to learn.”

– Andrés Ruzo, Geothermal Scientist  
and Educator

Growing up, National Geographic Explorer Andrés 
Ruzo was captivated by the idea of a “boiling river.” 
As an adult, he found out it was real. Join Ruzo as 
he explores where the Earth’s core meets our world 
on the surface: the Amazon’s Boiling River, far-off 
lava fields, the legendary Mt. Vesuvius, and other 
phenomena that have captured our imaginations 
for generations. 

Andrés Ruzo:
Hunt for Sleeping GiantsSun. 2pm 

Mon. 7pm

JA N UA RY  2 0 2 5

26 & 27

Jack Singer 
Concert Hall at 
Arts Commons
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132024–25 SEASON

A Tribute to  
Bob Marley
In celebration of his 80th birthday, hear Bob 
Marley's music like never before. His sound 
and message deepened by beautiful new 
orchestrations performed by the Calgary 
Philharmonic Orchestra accompanied by visuals 
created by Calgary’s own art and production house 
FOREIGNERZ. Let’s get together and feel all right! 

Sat. 7:30pm

FEBRUARY 2025

08

Jack Singer 
Concert Hall at 
Arts Commons

Co-producers:
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Trailblazing Women 
of Country
A Tribute to Patsy, Loretta 
and Dolly
Trailblazing Women of Country elevates the voices 
of women who changed the face of country music 
forever, leaving an enduring legacy of powerful lyrics, 
timeless melodies, and a message of empowerment. 
Featuring country music rising stars Rissi Palmer and 
Kristina Train, and backed by an all-women band, they 
will lovingly perform Patsy Cline, Loretta Lynn, and 
Dolly Parton’s hits with “Walking After Midnight,”  
“The Pill,” and “9-to-5.”

Tue. 7:30pm

MARCH 2025
04

Jack Singer 
Concert Hall at 
Arts Commons

Read more about how  
soloists Rissi Palmer and  

Kristina Train were inspired  
by the legendary trio
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2024–25 SEASON 152024–25 SEASON 15

Michael Feinstein 
in Because of You:
My Tribute to Tony Bennett 
featuring the Carnegie  
Hall Ensemble
A must-see for any fan of the Great American Songbook, 
Michael Feinstein, Tony Bennett and Carnegie Hall is 
the fusion of three iconic names in contemporary music. 
Created by award-winning vocalist and music historian 
Michael Feinstein, hear the legendary music of Tony 
Bennett like never before, with new arrangements and 
personal stories born out of the friendship between 
these two musical stars. Standards like "The Way You 
Look Tonight" performed by the Carnegie Hall Ensemble 
are what the Jack Singer Concert Hall at Arts Commons 
was made for. 

Thur. 7:30pm

M A R C H  2 0 2 5
20

Jack Singer 
Concert Hall at 
Arts Commons
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td.com/readycommitment

We are working together with Arts Commons. It’s just one way we are 
helping to open doors for a more inclusive and sustainable tomorrow.

® The TD logo and other TD trade-marks are the property of The Toronto-Dominion Bank. M05234

Proud to support 
Performing Arts 
across Canada.



A P R I L  2 0 2 5

03
Thur. 7:30pm

Jack Singer 
Concert Hall at 
Arts Commons

2024–25 SEASON 17

David Bowie: 
The Rise and Fall of Ziggy 
Stardust and the Spiders 
from Mars
Enter a glittery, dreamy realm and blast off with David 
Bowie's iconic masterpiece! It's the most immersive 
sonic landscapes in rock music history, The Rise and 
Fall of Ziggy Stardust and the Spiders from Mars took 
the idea of the concept album to galactic heights. 
Draw on your lightning bolts and join the “Starman” in 
an unforgettable celebration of Ziggy Stardust, glam 
rock, and free expression.
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Doug Smith:
Wild Wolves of Yellowstone
Explore Yellowstone's rich wilderness through the eyes 
of National Geographic Explorer Doug Smith. Join his 
enduring and successful mission to reintroduce wolves to 
America's first national park and witness the beauty and 
resilience of its ecosystem. 

Sun. 2pm 
Mon. 7pm

A P R I L  2 0 2 5

27 & 28

Jack Singer 
Concert Hall at 
Arts Commons
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Sat. 7:30pm

Jack Singer 
Concert Hall at 
Arts Commons

2024–25 SEASON 19192024–25 SEASON

The Rolling Stones:
Sticky Fingers
Experience rock 'n' roll history live with Classic Albums 
Live’s faultless recreation of this Rolling Stones 
masterpiece. With iconic hits like "Wild Horses" and 
"Brown Sugar", – and the instantly recognizable Tongue 
and Lips logo – this is when the Stones were cemented 
in the record books as one of the world’s sexiest, most 
rebellious, and revolutionary rock bands of all time.

M AY  2 0 2 5
03

“The band was so talented 
and their performance was 

top notch - wish I could 
see this show again!”

– Classic Albums Live patron
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Kakani Katija
Designed by Nature
Bioengineer and National Geographic Explorer 
Dr. Kakani Katija takes a dive into the midwaters 
of the ocean—one of the least explored 
ecosystems on our planet—to share how its 
inhabitants inspire breakthroughs in design 
and technology.   

Sun. 2pm 
Mon. 7pm

M AY  2 0 2 5

25 & 26

Jack Singer 
Concert Hall at 
Arts Commons

Scan to dive deep into  
Dr. Katija's passion  

for the ocean. 

20

n
atio

n
a

l g
eo

g
ra

ph
ic

 liv
e

artscom
m

ons.ca/kakani

20

©
M

B
A

RI

©
M

ark Thiessen

Can't choose? SUBSCRIBE!artscommons.ca/subscribe

LIVE ASL 
INTERPRETATION



Doors: 6pm 
Show: 8pm

Engineered 
Air Theatre at 
Arts Commons

2024–25 SEASON 21

N OV E M B E R  2 2 ,  2 0 2 4
F E B R UA RY  7,  2 0 2 5
A P R I L  1 1 ,  2 0 2 5
J U N E  6 ,  2 0 2 5

Art. Performance. 
Market. Party.
Trust us, we have your Friday night plans taken care 
of! It’s an evening of art immersion centered around 
Calgary’s hottest scene-making artists. TD Amplify 
kicks off each evening with a market featuring fun 
and funky fare from local creators. Tour the galleries 
and get a behind-the-scenes peek with our current 
exhibiting artists.

Come down into the Engineered Air Theatre for a night 
of interdisciplinary performance that will leave you 
energized! Wrap it up with Scratch featuring the best 
local DJs, specialty cocktails, and dancing! 
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Social Tango	 November 3, 2024	 7

360 ALLSTARS	 November 29, 2024	 9

A Tribute to Bob Marley	 February 8, 2025	 13

Trailblazing Women of Country:	 March 4, 2025	 14 
A Tribute to Patsy, Loretta and Dolly

Michael Feinstein in Because of You:	 March 20, 2025	 15 
My Tribute to Tony Bennett featuring  
the Carnegie Hall Ensemble

Led Zeppelin: Led Zeppelin II	 October 24, 2024	 6

David Bowie: The Rise and Fall 	 April 3, 2025	 17 
of Ziggy Stardust and the Spiders 
from Mars 

The Rolling Stones: Sticky Fingers  	 May 3, 2025	 19

Nalini Nadkarni:  	 November 17 & 18, 2024	 8 
Roots to Canopy

Andrés Ruzo:	 January 26 & 27, 2025	 12 
Hunt for Sleeping Giants

Doug Smith: 	 April 27 & 28, 2025	 18 
Wild Wolves of Yellowstone

Kakani Katija: 	 May 25 & 26, 2025	 20 
Designed by Nature

SIGNATURE SERIES  
AT-A-GLANCE

PAGE
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HOW TO BUY

FLEX PACK
Want to mix and match performances? Try our 
Flex Pack to curate your own seasonal package.  

SUBSCRIPTION
Interested in a full series? Subscribe today for 
the best value and exclusive benefits including: 

A full series of curated shows for  
up to 15% off 

Guaranteed same seats every year

Promotional offers throughout the 
season

Front of the line notifications when 
hot new shows come to town 

Excited yet? Secure your spot now to our 
performances in the 2024-25 season of  
Arts Commons Presents.

2024–25 SEASON

GET YOUR TICKETS TODAY!

In Person 
mon-sat 10am-6pm
sun/holidays CLOSED

Box Office: 225 8th Avenue SE

Online artscommons.ca/presents

mon-fri 
9am-8pm

sun/holidays
CLOSED

Phone 403-294-9494
sat
10am-6pm

SINGLE TICKETS
Only looking for select shows? Single tickets 
available now to our 2024-25 season.  
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3-pack 
SAVE 10%

5-pack 
SAVE 15%

CURATE YOUR OWN PACK

Turn the  page to  learn more



CHOOSE YOUR 
ADVENTURE

Mix and match tickets from shows across our 
signature series and receive great benefits:

Package discounts of 10% on 3 or 4 shows  
Package discounts of 15% on 5+ shows

Need some inspiration? 

Toe Tappers Package
	 bd&p world stage 
	 Social Tango
	 bd&p world stage 
	 Trailblazing Women of Country:  
	 A Tribute to Patsy, Loretta, and Dolly 

	 classic albums live 
	 The Rolling Stones: Sticky Fingers

Family Fun Package
	 bd&p world stage 
	 Social Tango
	 bd&p world stage 
	 360 ALLSTARS

	 national geographic live 
	 Andrés Ruzo:  
	 Hunt for Sleeping Giants
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❶

❶

❷
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Greatest Hits Package 
	 bd&p world stage 
	 Trailblazing Women of Country: 
	 A Tribute to Patsy, Loretta, and Dolly
	 classic albums live 
	 Led Zeppelin: Led Zeppelin II 
	 bd&p world stage 
	 Michael Feinstein in Because of You: 
	 My Tribute to Tony Bennett featuring 
	 the Carnegie Hall Ensemble

❸

❶ ❷ ❸

❸
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ELDERS STORY PROJECT
Members of the Elders Knowledge Circle Society share 

their stories of survival and resilience in this powerful event.
-

Jack Singer Concert Hall at Arts Commons  |  6:30 PM  |  Registration Required 

INDIGENOUS MAKERS MARKET
Explore traditional and contemporary Indigenous crafts and artistry.

-
Jack Singer Concert Hall Lobby  |  12 - 5:30 PM

ARTS COMMONS GALLERY TOURS
Meet the artists featured in the Building Bridges and ReconciliACTION 

exhibition and tour Arts Commons visual arts galleries.
-

Gallery Tours  |  2pm & 4pm  |  Registration Required

Special Thanks
Circle of Supporters Public Sector Support

Media Support

AT 
ARTS 

COMMONS 

SEPTEMBER 30, 2024

ELDERS
KNOWLEDGE
CIRCLE
SOCIETY

artscommons.ca/NDTR



Arts Commons Presents is thrilled to feature 
a variety of collaborations in the 2024-25 
season. We are partnering with the incredible 
resident companies of Arts Commons and 
other companies from across the city.  
A season filled with adventure! 

COLLABORATIONS

Q&A with VP of Programming 
Sarah Garton Stanley
What excites you the most about collaborating 
with Alberta Theatre Projects, Calgary 
Philharmonic, Downstage, One Yellow Rabbit, 
and Theatre Calgary?

The Arts Commons ecosystem is truly unique in 
Canada. As one of the six resident companies, 
Arts Commons Presents gets to share creative 
and artistic space with some of the most innovative 
artists in North America. It’s a thrilling environment. 
Collaborating with these companies on creative 
projects is one of the major perks of this storied 
place. Collaboration offers all our audiences the 
opportunity to learn more about the incredible 
work happening in rooms they might not normally 
visit and provides audiences with a broader 
spectrum of possibilities because we are all 
working together. 

How do these collaborations come about?

Sometimes it boils down to things like timing, 
space, or the size of production. But more often 
than not, collaboration is about sharing excitement 
with another company about a shared goal and 
wanting to work together to bring the goal to 
life. Some shows fit perfectly in the Jack Singer 
Concert Hall, while others are way better suited 
to the Big Secret Theatre. With such an incredible 
gathering space like Arts Commons, it makes 
sense to offer as many opportunities as possible 
to explore all that this building has to offer. 

Why do you feel that this is an important creative 
direction for Arts Commons Presents?

We want to bring you the best. Working with a 
larger and incredibly talented pool of artists and 
companies - through collaboration - makes this 
all the more possible. Working together, across 
differences, sews together a gorgeous fabric for 
us all to enjoy. 

How does making collaboration a priority for  
Arts Commons Presents allow for new, unique 
things to happen?

At Arts Commons we are always thinking about 
being in conversation with the citizens of Calgary. 
We want to respond to the changing city and offer 
new avenues of experience for all to participate 
in and enjoy. Arts Commons Presents shares this 
mission. Our signature subscription series are 
- in many ways - reflective of past and present 
collaborations. The work we do with National 
Geographic, for example, is a lively collaboration 
that continues to make each year a new and 
unique adventure for everyone. The opportunity to 
work with Jann Arden again reflects a wonderful 
collaborative spirit. Calgary loves Jann, we love 
Jann, and we’d like to believe that her returning for 
a second year means she loves us! Collaboration 
is quite simply an opportunity to stretch and grow, 
and quite often to surprise and delight!
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In Conversation with

2024–25 SEASON 27

An Actor's Perspective: 
In Conversation with 
Paul Gross Hosted By Dave Kelly
September 23, 2024 
Martha Cohen Theatre at Arts Commons 
 
Share an intimate evening of stories and 
conversation with renowned actor Paul Gross, 
hosted by local icon Dave Kelly. Gain a behind the 
scenes perspective of Gross’ legendary career 
as he returns to his Calgary roots in a candid 
60-minute dialogue. Audience members will have 
the chance to participate with their own questions 
during the 20-minute post-show Q&A.

The Lehman Trilogy 
By Stefano Massini, Adapted by Ben Power, 
Directed by Sarah Garton Stanley,  
Associate Directed by Tracey Erin Smith
October 15 - November 3, 2024 
Max Bell Theatre at Arts Commons 
 
Winner of five Tony Awards including Best Play, this 
American epic tells the story of the dramatic rise 
and fall of Lehman Brothers Inc., from its immigrant 
origins in pre-Civil War Alabama to its Wall Street 
peak and the crash that followed.

Co-Produced by:

Q&A with VP of Programming 
Sarah Garton Stanley
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In Association 
with:



 

Presented with:

Presented with:

Taylor Mac in 
Conversation
January 18, 2025   
Martha Cohen Theatre at Arts Commons
Rich with stunning musical performances, 
the HBO documentary, Taylor Mac’s 24-Decade 
History of Popular Music, captures a tour-de- 
force performance that was performed only 
once in Brooklyn, New York. See the film live in  
the Martha Cohen Theatre at Arts Commons 
followed by a riveting discussion with Taylor Mac 
on the groundbreaking concert event. Presented  
as part of the High Performance Rodeo. 

Hot Dyke Party
January 16-18, 2025 
Engineered Air Theatre at Arts Commons
Hot Dyke Party is a theatre-rock-concert 
celebrating dykes, butches, femmes, and queers 
of all sorts. With original music by Arthi Chandra, 
Blue Chu, Cindy Kao, Hannah Meyers, Hayley 
Sullivan, and Thule van den, and with lights and 
visuals by Alexandra Caprara. Presented as part 
of the High Performance Rodeo. 
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2024–25 SEASON 29

Le Patin Libre: 
Murmuration
February 11 & 12, 2025  
Winsport
Fascinating in their precision, enthusiasm and 
virtuosity, the artists of Le Patin Libre are faster on 
their skates than ever! Their new work – inspired 
by the mysterious phenomenon of flocking birds – 
is choreographed from simple algorithms that are 
made more and more complex: gliding, darting, and 
moving in unison, Murmuration is an adrenaline rush 
for the whole family! 

A Tribute to 
Bob Marley
February 8, 2025 
Jack Singer Concert Hall at Arts Commons
One love. One heart. Let’s get together with the 
Calgary Phil, Arts Commons Presents, and Jones 
& Jones Productions — through their Legends of 
Reggae series — for a brand-new orchestral and 
visual experience celebrating the 80th birthday 
of reggae icon Bob Marley! 

Co-producers:

Co-producers:

©
C

al
ga

ry
 P

hi
lh

ar
m

on
ic

©
N

or
a 

H
ou

gu
en

ad
e

a
rts

 c
o

m
m

o
n

s
 pr

es
en

ts
artscom

m
ons.ca/collaborations

ON ICE
WINSPORT!AT



Tomorrow is inspiring.
Tomorrow is on.
We can’t talk about tomorrow 
without talking about the 
environment and sustainability. 
That’s why we’re proud supporters 
of the National Geographic Live 
Series presented by Arts Commons. 
The conversation about our natural 
world must continue. And we’ll 
continue championing the arts with 
programs like these that highlight 
our path to a better tomorrow. 





EDUCATION

GALLERIES

PRESENTS

CONNECTS

THIS IS YOUR 
ARTS COMMONS
From concerts and live theatre 
to arts education programs 
that support all youth in their 
emotional and academic 
growth, Arts Commons invites 
you to join us at every stage. 
Browse our free galleries, 
engage in an arts learning 
workshop, or help raise a tipi 
on Olympic Plaza. This is your 
Arts Commons.

We invite you to experience the 
transformative power of the arts through 
Arts Commons Presents with music, 
dance, circus, and more! 

Home to six galleries, Arts Commons 
Galleries features emerging and 
established artists from your community 
in exhibitions that have something new 
for you to see every three months.

Creating a springboard for Calgary’s 
local artists and creatives, Arts Commons 
Connects provides professional 
development, performance and exhibition 
experience, and networking opportunities 
for the vibrant creative talent that helps 
make Calgary a great place to work 
and play.

Arts Commons Education offers 
hands-on, curriculum-linked learning 
experiences for students of all ages 
and abilities.

Over  
13,000 students 

a year are 
inspired through 

our education 
programs

The shows  
you crave in the  
venues you love
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EDUCATION

GALLERIES

PRESENTS

CONNECTS

332024–25 SEASON

Developing and 
established artists 

teach, exhibit,  
and perform at  
Arts Commons

Discover your 
new favourite 

artist before and 
after a show in 

our galleries
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Ent_HNW_NRG_Col_Inset_OuterMask_CMYK

Helping creative ideas 
flourish in the arts

® / ™ Trademark(s) of Royal Bank of Canada. VPS112778 129506 (06/2024)

RBC® is powering the ideas of the arts 
community, where aspiration and skill 
development help artists thrive on 
centre stage.

rbc.com/emergingartists

Powering ideas for people and planet™

S h i n i n g  t h e  S p o t l i g h t  o n
C l e a n l i n e s s  a n d  S u p p o r t i n g

t h e  A r t s ,  O n e  S p a c e  a t  a
T i m e !

KEEPING YOUR
FACILITIES CLEAN 

AND SAFE.

w w w . s e r v a n t a g e . c a  
i n f o @ s e r v a n t a g e . c a
1 . 8 8 8 . 9 8 5 . 7 1 4 1





“I started coming to National 
Geographic Live before having 

children, and it sparked wonder, 
curiosity and affection for this 

beautiful world and galaxy. 
Now that I have two little girls, 

I can't think of a better way  
to inspire them to take care 

of and love the world 
around them, than to 

share with them this 
inspiring series.”  

Nyssa Moore

Membership in Arts Commons’ Explorers Circle not only gives you 
exclusive access to world renowned Explorers, but it supports 
the presentation of Calgary’s distinguished speaker series National 
Geographic Live, and the critical research, exploration, conservation, 
and education programs of National Geographic.

Your membership in Explorers Circle also helps support our student 
presentations of National Geographic Live, inspiring a passion and 
curiosity for the world around us in the next generation.

Join Explorers Circle today, meet our incredible roster of 2024-25 
Explorers, and help us embrace the power of exploration 
and storytelling to illuminate the wonder of our world.

Ready to take your National 
Geographic Live subscription 
to the next level?

EXPLORERS CIRCLE IS MADE POSSIBLE  
WITH THE GENEROUS SUPPORT OF

For more information on our 2024-25 Explorer Circle events 
and benefits, please check out artscommons.ca/explorers 
or give us a call at 403-294-7497. 

Ken Havard, Marg Stuart, National Geographic Explorer 
Kiliii Yuyan and Donna Kerr © Will Young
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ENGAGEMENT SPONSORS
Doug Flaig & Helen Timmons 
Hunt for Sleeping Giants  
with Andrés Ruzo
Ken Havard 
Wild Wolves of Yellowstone 
with Doug Smith
Joel Lipkind & Sally Sprague-Lipkind 
From Roots to Canopy 
with Nalini Nadkarni
Davey, Jane, Jordan & Nyssa Moore 
Designed By Nature 
with Kakani Katija
Anonymous (2)

TRAILBLAZERS
Antony, Kathleen & Alexander Deakin
Alex & Aliza Sarian

EXPLORERS
Anonymous (2)
Maureen Armitage & Shane Matthews
Sandra & Simon Barker
Bruce & Susan Bauerfind
Robin Brar
Cabra Consulting Ltd.
Holly Clark & Jon Handforth
Colleen & Norm Dickson
David, Roxanne & Lochlan Dunlop
Paul English & Marion Woodman

Greg Epton & Greg Robertson
Mark & Darlene Garner
Derrick Finney
Barb Gosling & Derek Small
Lara King
Beverly & Gavin Matthews
Brian Mills & Susan Tyrrell
James & Janice Morton
Leona Moser, Steve Gietz,  
Claire & Owen Farrow
Dr. Jeremy Quichfell
Don Surphlis & Peggy Smigarowski
Joyce Warren, Vanessa Arrate  
& August Marks 
David & Jennifer Wells

We are grateful to the following members of Explorers Circle that help Arts Commons present National 
Geographic Live, which offers unparalleled content and inspiration for student and public audiences.

Please note that only gifts of $1,200 or more are listed above. For a complete list of individual donations, please visit artscommons.ca. To inquire about 
becoming a member of Explorers Circle, please contact Meaghan Underhill at 403-294-7497 or munderhill@artscommons.ca. Acknowledgements are 
current as of print date. Any errors or omissions are purely accidental. Please advise of any changes or updates to your information.

2024–25 SEASON 37

Join the  
Circle

artscommons.ca/ 

explorers

Doug Smith, Wild Wolves of 
Yellowstone © Getty Images

National Geographic Explorer Diva Amon 
and Jane Moore© Will Young
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For more information on Founders Circle 
events and benefits, please check out 
artscommons.ca/founders or give us  
a call at 403-294-7497.

As a Founders Circle member, you help us sustain vibrant spaces 
where audiences, artists, and organizations thrive. Your support 
enriches our diverse programs for children, teachers, and aspiring 
artists, bolsters the resident companies that call Arts Commons home, 
and aids the hundreds of community organizations.

But that’s not all. With your Founders Circle membership, you will gain 
access to exclusive behind-the-scenes events with visiting artists and 
our partner organizations, along with several other benefits.

FOUNDERS CIRCLE  
IS MADE POSSIBLE WITH  

THE GENEROUS SUPPORT OF

Join Founders Circle, support the Arts Commons 
ecosystem and gain access to exclusive  
artist events. 

Wilmer Aburto © Will Young

Christina and Paul Marlett 
©Will Young
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The arts inspire, enlighten, and entertain. We are grateful to the following members of Founders Circle 
that support our work in performance, learning, and community engagement. 

HONOURARY MEMBERS
Dr. Martha Cohen, C.M., LL.D. 
(in memoriam)
Sandra LeBlanc
Vera Swanson, O.C. 
(in memoriam)

PLATINUM TIER
David & Roxanne Dunlop
Scott & Lesley Hutcheson
Rodney & Karen McCann
Tom & Kathy Pinder
Betty & David Smith

GOLD TIER
Anonymous 
Ken Havard
Knight Family
Greg & Alexa Kudar
Jim & Lesley Laycraft
Roderick & Jean McKay
Randy & Luba Pettipas
Margo & Brant Randles
C.A. Siebens
Henry Sykes, K.C.  
& Molly Naber-Sykes
Wilde Family
Maureen Williams

SILVER TIER
Anonymous (3)
Glen & Brenda Andrews
Colleen & Norm Dickson
Greg Epton & Greg Robertson
Mark & Darlene Garner
Michael & Jo-Anne Glover
Barb Gosling & Derek Small
Ken Hillier & Shannon 
Knutson
Neil & Sue Huckle
Tasha Komery
John & Susan McWilliams
James Midwinter 
& Pamela Weber
Brian Mills & Susan Tyrrell
Chima Nkemdirim, K.C. 
Steve & Sari Paterson
Alex & Aliza Sarian
Roderick Villanueva  
& Jennifer Kingsbury
Leianne Vye-Rogers 
& Greg Rogers
Norma & Ron Westcott

BENEFACTORS
Anonymous (2)
Bijan & Negin Agarwal
Colin & Wendy Anderson
Denise & Kyle Carroll
Dennis & Cheryl Cornelson
Jerine Cropper
Fern Cyr
Kaija Dirkson  
& Doug Hildebrand
Ross Douglas
Leigh-Ann Duke  
& Rob Nipp
Jane Ferrabee
Megan Fielding
Annie Freeze
Corey Hallisey
Nadine & John Harder
Dr. Patricia Kostouros 
& Dr. Kenneth Barabash
Arun & Roopa Lakra
Alex MacWilliam
Christina & Paul Marlett
Ann McCaig

Rodney & Karen McCann
Daniel Mills
James & Janice Morton
Joe & Judy Osinski
Darby Parker
Stuart & Vicki Reid
Mike & Mireille Robinson
Holly Schile & David Nielsen
Bernie Slogotski  
& Thedra Hunt
Alane Smith
Marg Southern
Lisa Stephen  
& Dr. Jeremy Brown
Patricia van de Sande  
& Tim Laman
Jermyn Voon

Please note that only gifts of $1,000 or more at the time of publication are listed above. To inquire about 
becoming a member of Founders or Explorers Circle, or to report a mistake in the listings above, please 
contact Meaghan Underhill at 403-294-7497 or munderhill@artscommons.ca. For a complete list of 
individual donations, please visit our website at artscommons.ca.

“We love bringing our family to  
the behind the scenes events.  

Our teenagers benefit from being 
exposed to people who are living 

their passions and following 
their hearts. It’s a powerful 

message to instill in them to 
show that there are so many 

options on how to live a 
meaningful life.”  

Christina Marlett

2024–25 SEASON 39

Social Tango © Paula Evelina
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Arts Commons is where audiences, artists, and 
organizations experience excellence onstage and 
behind the scenes: in our many programs for children, 
teachers, and aspiring artists; for the companies 
that call Arts Commons home; and to the hundreds 
of community-based organizations that depend on 
our support and facilities. We wish to express our 
sincere appreciation to the following corporations, 
foundations, and government agencies that provide 
the support which makes it possible for Arts Commons 
to contribute to the social, economic, cultural, and 
intellectual life and well-being of our community. 

THANK 
YOU!
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Major Partner,  
ConocoPhillips Hub 
for Inspired Learning

Naming Sponsor, 
TD Incubator
Title Sponsor,  
TD Amplify 

Supporting Sponsor, 
BD&P World Stage

BluWater Partner, 
National Geographic 
Live

Hospitality Sponsor, 
National Geographic 
Live 
Sponsor, Explorers 
Circle

Audience  
Development  
Funding Program

Sponsor,  
Arts Commons 
Education

Media SponsorSponsor,  
EXPLORE National 
Geographic, 
National Geographic 
Live 

Funder, 
RAP University

Naming Partner, 
RBC Emerging Visual 
Artists Program

Media Sponsor

Media SponsorHospitality Sponsor,  
Founders Circle & 
Classic Albums Live

Official Hotel, 
National Geographic 
Live

Student Engagement 
Sponsor,  
National Geographic 
Live

Supporting Sponsor,  
EXPLORE National 
Geographic, 
National Geographic 
Live

ACP Signature Series 
Presenting Sponsor, 
Classic Albums Live

Canadian Heritage 
	 Canada Arts Presentation Fund 
	 National Day for Truth and Reconciliation
Employment and Social Development Canada 
	 Canada Summer Jobs
 

Supporting Artistic Practice

Jobs, Economy & Trade 
	 Canada-Alberta Jobs Grant

 
Community Support 
	 Organizations Operating Funding Program

Community Services 
	 Civic Partners Infrastructure Grant Program 
	 Civic Partners Operating Grant Program 
	 Community Safety Grant Program  

2024–25 SEASON 41

Corporate Sponsors and Foundation Partners

Government Operating/Program Support

Please note that only contributions of $10,000 or more are listed above. For a complete list of corporate, foundation, and government supporters of Arts Commons, please 
visit our website at artscommons.ca. To inquire about becoming a supporter of Arts Commons, please contact Daniel Mills at 587-441-9521 or dmills@artscommons.ca.

Sponsor,  
Thermal Energy 
Solution

Supporting Sponsor,  
EXPLORE National 
Geographic, 
National Geographic 
Live 

Supporting Sponsor, 
BD&P World Stage  

Supporting Sponsor, 
Classic Albums Live  

ACP Signature Series 
Presenting Sponsor,  
BD&P World Stage

Lead Sponsor, 
Arts ReimaginED

Arts Commons 
Endowment Fund

Media Sponsor Media SponsorACP Signature 
Series Presenting 
Sponsor,  
National Geographic 
Live
Naming Sponsor,  
ConocoPhillips Hub 
for Inspired Learning

Media SponsorFunder, Assisted 
Listening System
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bdplaw.com

Proud
supporter of
the arts

YOUR ROAD
TO THE ARTS



Health & Accessibility
Arts Commons wants you to get the most 
out of your visit, no matter the need.  

Make a Night of It
Dine and drink in the city's best culinary 
destinations, many only steps away from 
Arts Commons.

Stroll down historic Stephen Avenue or 
along the Bow and Elbow Rivers nearby.

Take in a free pre-show lobby performance 
by local musicians.

Tour our visual and media art galleries 
throughout the building, all free and open 
to the public.

PLAN YOUR 
VISIT

This season, experience our new 
Sennheiser MobileConnect+ Assistive 
Listening System which provides clear, 
crisp sound in every Arts Commons 
venue over any Wi-Fi enabled device.  

All National Geographic Live 
presentations now offer ASL 
Interpretation. Please contact our 
box office for the best seating options. 

Breathe in, breathe out – you’re 
experiencing the award-winning Air 
Filtration System at Arts Commons. 
With Ultraviolet Germicidal Irradiation 
(UVGI) and our MERV-15A air filters, the 
air leaves the building cleaner than it 
came in!

To learn more about how we’re making  
Arts Commons more accessible for all, 
visit artscommons.ca/accessibility. 
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ARTS COMMONS

OLYMPIC 
PLAZA CITY HALL

PUBLIC LIBRARY

PLATFORM CALGARY

2024–25 SEASON 45

Getting here by Transit
	 Calgary’s LRT (light rail transit) service  
	 has two stations one block north of  
	 Arts Commons including Centre Street 
	 and City Hall.

 
Getting here by Car
	 Arts Commons offers underground 
	 parking. Enter off Macleod Trail 
	 between 9th and 8th Avenues.

$6  EVENINGS & WEEKENDS

Other parking options include:

City Hall Parkade, Calgary TELUS Convention 
Centre Palliser Square, and Platform Calgary.

Surface parking lots in the 200, 300, and 400 
blocks on the south east side of 9th Ave SE.

EXTEND YOUR 
STAY

Venues within Arts Commons
❶ 	 Jack Singer Concert Hall

❷ 	 Martha Cohen Theatre

❸ 	 Max Bell Theatre

❹ 	 Engineered Air Theatre

❺ 	 Big Secret Theatre

❻		 Motel Theatre 

❶ ❺
❻

Our Location
Our address is 205 8th Ave SE. Our main 
entrance is located on 8th Avenue, one block 
east of the Calgary Tower and across from 
Olympic Plaza.
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Arts Commons  
205 - 8th Avenue SE  
Calgary, Alberta  Canada  T2G 0K9

Follow us @yycARTS #acpresents  

Prefer a digital copy? 
 
Scan to explore the 2024-25 season 
of Arts Commons Presents.

PUBLISHED BY 
Arts Commons @ Copyright 2024-2025

on the cover: Rissi Palmer will perform with 
Trailblazing Women of Country: A Tribute to Patsy, 
Loretta, and Dolly. ©Chris Charles. Learn more on 
page 14. 
 
back cover: Dancers from Social Tango 
©Jen Derbach. Learn more on page 7.

Artists, programs, and dates subject to change


